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Before the advent of digital alternatives, the cost of
professional film equipment and stock was also a hurdle to
being able to produce, direct, or star in a traditional studio
film. But the advent of consumer camcorders in 1985, and

more importantly, the arrival of high-resolution digital video
in the early 1990s, have lowered the technology barrier to

film production significantly. Both production and post-
production costs have been significantly lowered in the

2000s, the hardware and software for post-production can be
installed in a commodity-based personal computer.

Technologies such as DVDs, FireWire connections and a wide



variety of professional and consumer-grade video editing
software make film-making relatively affordable.

Within the industry, it is suggested that after the pandemic is
contained and major events reschedule, the less-important

business events and festivals may be more permanently
removed from industry calendars, to allow more important

events to happen, because they may be deemed unnecessary
if no great effect is felt by their cancellations, and to ease
finances of the industry as it enters a recession brought
about by coronavirus-caused losses.70 The Tribeca Film
Festival and YouTube worked with several international

partner film festivals to launch We Are One: A Global Film
Festival, an international online festival of films screening for

free on YouTube between May 29 and June 7.71

On May 3, 2021, the governors of Connecticut, New Jersey,
and New York jointly announced that they planned to lift
most capacity restrictions on businesses on May 19 for

cinemas in New York, they would not be limited in how many
patrons may be present, but there must be 6 feet 1.8 m social

distancing between groups.209210 On May 4, Los Angeles
County was moved to yellow Minimal tier by state health

officials,211 but the LACDPH did not allow cinemas to use
the 75% option.212 Due to progress on vaccination, New
York and California lifted capacity restrictions, including
those on cinemas, in June 2021.213214 By August 2021,

however, due to spread of Delta variant and waning
vaccination rates nationwide, New York City where only 55%

of residents were fully-vaccinated announced on August 3
that effective September 13, access to indoor entertainment



venues including cinemas will be restricted to those who are
vaccinated.215216 In October 2021, Los Angeles announced
that starting November 4 residents will be required to show
proof of a COVID-19 vaccination to enter movie theaters.217
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