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Any film may also have a sequel, which portrays events
following those in the film. Bride of Frankenstein is an early
example. When there are more films than one with the same

characters, story arcs, or subject themes, these movies
become a series, such as the James Bond series. And, existing

outside a specific story timeline usually, does not exclude a
film from being part of a series. A film that portrays events

occurring earlier in a timeline with those in another film, but
is released after that film, is sometimes called a prequel, an

example being Butch and Sundance: The Early Days.

In a strategy called virtual cinema, some film distributors



have created new partnerships with small movie theaters and
art houses to provide a portion of online streaming sales,
including Kino Lorber, Film Movement, Music Box Films,

Hope Runs High, and Oscilloscope Labs.67154 Warner Bros.
Pictures announced in December 2020 that it would
simultaneously release its slate of 2021 films both as

theatrical releases and available for streaming on HBO Max
for a period of one month.155 This approach, called Project
Popcorn, led to many filmmakers, production companies and
theater chains to voice their disappointment and displeasure
over the move, especially since they were not informed and

consulted with over the move, as well as in regards to
contractual and legal obligations.156 In March 2021, it was
announced that Warner Bros. would discontinue same-day

releases in 2022, as part of an agreement the studio reached
with Cineworld which operates Regal Cinemas, and would

instead use a 45-day exclusive release window for
theaters.157 The studio made a similar deal with AMC
Theaters in August 2021.158159 Paramount Pictures

announced that it would release PAW Patrol: The movie on
Paramount+ on the same day as its theatrical release.160

By March 12, Cinemark, AMC and National CineMedia stocks
had all fallen by over 35% since the beginning of the

month.181 Cineworld, the worlds second-largest cinema
chain, warned on March 12, when multiple films pushed back

their releases, that extended disruption and continuing
falling stock could cause the company to collapse.180182 In
August 2020, California announced a new color-coded tier
system that would allow restrictions to be lifted in specific

counties based on health metrics, effective August 31.183184



Cinemas would be allowed to operate at limited capacity if a
county is in the red Substantial tier or better. This would
scale from at 25%100 patrons whichever is smaller in red
counties, to 50%200 patrons in orange Moderate counties,

and 50% with no hard maximum in counties under the lowest
yellow Minimal tier. The majority of the state was still in the

purple Widespread tier at the onset of the system, where
cinemas remained closed. These health orders can still be

superseded with stricter rules by local officials.185
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