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Film theory : seeks to develop concise and systematic
concepts that apply to the study of film as art. The concept of
film as an art-form began in 1911 with Ricciotto Canudos The

Birth of the Sixth Art. Formalist film theory, led by Rudolf
Arnheim, Béla Balazs, and Siegfried Kracauer, emphasized
how film differed from reality and thus could be considered a
valid fine art. André Bazin reacted against this theory by
arguing that films artistic essence lay in its ability to
mechanically reproduce reality, not in its differences from
reality, and this gave rise to realist theory. More recent
analysis spurred by Jacques Lacans psychoanalysis and
Ferdinand de Saussures semiotics among other things has



given rise to psychoanalytic film theory, structuralist film
theory, feminist film theory, and others. On the other hand,
critics from the analytical philosophy tradition, influenced by
Wittgenstein, try to clarify misconceptions used in theoretical
studies and produce analysis of a films vocabulary and its
link to a form of life.

The Academy Awards and Golden Globe Awards modified
their eligibility criteria for their 2021 editions, as they usually
require that a film be screened theatrically for a minimum
length of time. The Hollywood Foreign Press Association
mentioned that films released via non-theatrical means such
as digital would be eligible if they were scheduled to have a
bona fide theatrical release in Los Angeles after March 15
with a cutoff date to be determined.343536 The Best Foreign
Language Film award would similarly offer eligibility for
films originally scheduled for a theatrical release in their
country of origin between March 15 and a date to be
determined.37 The 93rd Academy Awards would also allow
films released via password-protected or transactional video
on demand to be eligible if they were originally scheduled to
have a theatrical release. Once cinemas have sufficiently
resumed operations, the requirement that a film be screened
for at least a week would be reinstated. In addition to Los
Angeles, eligible screenings would also be allowed to take
place in one of five other major U.S. cities.3839

The August 26 release of Tenet marked the first major U.S.
blockbuster film to be released theatrically. Due to safety
concerns in the United States, the film premiered in 70
international markets through a staggered release model,



before being released in select U.S. cities on September
3.112 Its box office revenue had reached 0 million by
September 6, 2020, with a modest million in the United
States.113 In September 2020, Sony Pictures Entertainment
Chairman Tony Vinciquerra stated that the company will not
release any big budget films to theatres until the pandemic is
over.114 On October 2, No Time to Die was delayed once
more to April 2, 2021, due to a requirement for the film to
have a worldwide theatrical audience. This came amid
continued closures of cinemas in the key U.S. markets of Los
Angeles and New York City, as well the reinstatement of
restrictions in the United Kingdom due to a second wave.115
As Universal Pictures held the international distribution
rights to No Time to Die, its film F9 was delayed to May 28,
2021 Memorial Day weekend as to not cannibalize it.116 No
Time to Die has since been postponed again to September 30
in the UK and October 8 in the U.S.117118 In March 2021,
F9 was postponed once again to June 25.119
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