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Films are cultural artifacts created by specific cultures. They
reflect those cultures, and, in turn, affect them. Film is
considered to be an important art form, a source of popular
entertainment, and a powerful medium for educating—or
indoctrinating—citizens. The visual basis of film gives it a
universal power of communication. Some films have become
popular worldwide attractions through the use of dubbing or
subtitles to translate the dialog into other languages. The
individual images that make up a film are called frames. In
the projection of traditional celluloid films, a rotating shutter
causes intervals of darkness as each frame, in turn, is moved
into position to be projected, but the viewer does not notice
the interruptions because of an effect known as persistence



of vision, whereby the eye retains a visual image for a
fraction of a second after its source disappears. The
perception of motion is partly due to a psychological effect
called the phi phenomenon.

Further terminology is used to distinguish various forms and
media used in the film industry. Motion pictures and moving
pictures are frequently used terms for film and movie
productions specifically intended for theatrical exhibition,
such as, for instance, Batman. DVD and videotape are video
formats that can reproduce a photochemical film. A
reproduction based on such is called a transfer. After the
advent of theatrical film as an industry, the television
industry began using videotape as a recording medium. For
many decades, tape was solely an analog medium onto which
moving images could be either recorded or transferred. Film
and filming refer to the photochemical medium that
chemically records a visual image and the act of recording
respectively. However, the act of shooting images with other
visual media, such as with a digital camera, is still called
filming and the resulting works often called films as
interchangeable to movies, despite not being shot on film.
Silent films need not be utterly silent, but are films and
movies without an audible dialogue, including those that
have a musical accompaniment. The word, Talkies, refers to
the earliest sound films created to have audible dialogue
recorded for playback along with the film, regardless of a
musical accompaniment. Cinema either broadly encompasses
both films and movies, or it is roughly synonymous with film
and theatrical exhibition, and both are capitalized when
referring to a category of art. The silver screen refers to the



projection screen used to exhibit films and, by extension, is
also used as a metonym for the entire film industry.

Some films in recent decades have been recorded using
analog video technology similar to that used in television
production. Modern digital video cameras and digital
projectors are gaining ground as well. These approaches are
preferred by some film-makers, especially because footage
shot with digital cinema can be evaluated and edited with
non-linear editing systems NLE without waiting for the film
stock to be processed. The migration was gradual, and as of
2005, most major motion pictures were still shot on
film.needs update
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