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The name film originates from the fact that photographic film
also called film stock has historically been the medium for

recording and displaying motion pictures. Many other terms
exist for an individual motion-picture, including picture,

picture show, moving picture, photoplay, and flick. The most
common term in the United States is movie, while in Europe

film is preferred. Common terms for the field in general
include the big screen, the silver screen, the movies, and

cinema the last of these is commonly used, as an overarching
term, in scholarly texts and critical essays. In early years, the

word sheet was sometimes used instead of screen. Film in
general is not a good term to refer to a long standard

commercial video production since it’s ambiguous in general



and therefore requires context for correct interpretation.

Any film may also have a sequel, which portrays events
following those in the film. Bride of Frankenstein is an early
example. When there are more films than one with the same

characters, story arcs, or subject themes, these movies
become a series, such as the James Bond series. And, existing

outside a specific story timeline usually, does not exclude a
film from being part of a series. A film that portrays events

occurring earlier in a timeline with those in another film, but
is released after that film, is sometimes called a prequel, an

example being Butch and Sundance: The Early Days.

Crew Main article: Film crew A film crew is a group of people
hired by a film company, employed during the production or
photography phase, for the purpose of producing a film or

motion picture. Crew is distinguished from cast, who are the
actors who appear in front of the camera or provide voices

for characters in the film. The crew interacts with but is also
distinct from the production staff, consisting of producers,
managers, company representatives, their assistants, and

those whose primary responsibility falls in pre-production or
post-production phases, such as screenwriters and film
editors. Communication between production and crew

generally passes through the director and hisher staff of
assistants. Medium-to-large crews are generally divided into
departments with well-defined hierarchies and standards for
interaction and cooperation between the departments. Other
than acting, the crew handles everything in the photography
phase: props and costumes, shooting, sound, electrics i.e.,

lights, sets, and production special effects. Caterers known in



the film industry as craft services are usually not considered
part of the crew.
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