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The name film originates from the fact that photographic film
also called film stock has historically been the medium for

recording and displaying motion pictures. Many other terms
exist for an individual motion-picture, including picture,

picture show, moving picture, photoplay, and flick. The most
common term in the United States is movie, while in Europe

film is preferred. Common terms for the field in general
include the big screen, the silver screen, the movies, and

cinema the last of these is commonly used, as an overarching
term, in scholarly texts and critical essays. In early years, the

word sheet was sometimes used instead of screen. Film in
general is not a good term to refer to a long standard

commercial video production since it’s ambiguous in general
and therefore requires context for correct interpretation.

The making and showing of motion pictures became a source
of profit almost as soon as the process was invented. Upon
seeing how successful their new invention, and its product,
was in their native France, the Lumières quickly set about



touring the Continent to exhibit the first films privately to
royalty and publicly to the masses. In each country, they

would normally add new, local scenes to their catalogue and,
quickly enough, found local entrepreneurs in the various

countries of Europe to buy their equipment and photograph,
export, import, and screen additional product commercially.
The Oberammergau Passion Play of 1898citation needed was

the first commercial motion picture ever produced. Other
pictures soon followed, and motion pictures became a

separate industry that overshadowed the vaudeville world.
Dedicated theaters and companies formed specifically to
produce and distribute films, while motion picture actors

became major celebrities and commanded huge fees for their
performances. By 1917 Charlie Chaplin had a contract that
called for an annual salary of one million dollars. From 1931
to 1956, film was also the only image storage and playback
system for television programming until the introduction of

videotape recorders.

On March 5, 2021, cinemas in New York City were given
authorization to reopen, subject to the same 50-patron limit

as the remainder of the state.197 On March 11, after Los
Angeles County moved from purple to red on the Blueprint

for a Safer Economy, the Los Angeles County Department of
Public Health LACDPH gave authorization for cinemas to

resume operations in the area at 25% capacity.198 42 of the
approximately 107 cinemas as of 2019 in the LA area had
resumed operations by March 26, with some chains and

independent cinemas expecting to reopen over the next few
weeks for the opening of Godzilla vs. Kong.122123
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