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Awards :Three award ceremonies were held after the
coronavirus became widespread: the 10th Magritte Awards
on February 1, the 45th César Awards on February 28, and

the 43rd Japan Academy Film Prize on March 6. The
Japanese Academy Prize ceremony went ahead on March 6.

However, the ceremony was conducted without any guests or
journalists.27 The 14th Seiyu Awards cancelled its live
ceremony scheduled for March 7 in Tokyo and instead
broadcast the winners on Nippon Cultural Broadcastings
internet radio program.28 The 40th Golden Raspberry
Awards were initially intended to take place as planned on



March 14.29 However, it was ultimately cancelled. The
ceremonys winners were announced on their YouTube
channel on March 16.30

The lack of theatrical releases from Hollywood studios
resulted in an anime film—Demon Slayer: Mugen
Train—becoming the first-ever non-Hollywood film to top the
annual worldwide box office. The film benefited from Japans
relative control of the pandemic at the time of its release, the
popularity of the franchise, and reduced competition from
international films.120121 With both Los Angeles and New
York City having allowed cinemas to reopen by March 2021,
it was expected that film distributors would be more
confident in releasing higher-profile films.122123 During that
month, Disney announced that Black Widow would open in
theaters on July 9, 2021 and would also be available on
Disney+ the same day with Premier Access, following the
same release strategy that was used for one of the companys
other films, Raya and the Last Dragon.124 Two more of
Disneys films, Cruella and Jungle Cruise, were also given this
hybrid release.124125

Two weeks later, movie theaters in Los Angeles began
reopening with 25% capacity. On March 23, 2021, Regal
Cinemas announced that they would reopen their cinemas
beginning April 2, 2021.199 On April 19, it was announced
that capacity for New York cinemas would be raised to 33%
on April 26.200 The same day, California issued an
addendum that orange-tier counties would be restricted to
50% with no hard cap on patrons, and that counties under
the yellow Minimal tier would be allowed to operate cinemas



and other selected venues at up to 75% capacity if all
attendees present proof of full vaccination or a recent
negative COVID-19 test. Guidance was also issued for seating
sections with less physical distancing for those who are fully
vaccinated.201 After filing for Chapter 11 bankruptcy
protection in October 2020 and March 2021,
respectively,202203 Studio movie Grill and Alamo Drafthouse
Cinema respectively emerged from Chapter 11 in late-April
2021 and early-June 2021 with new funding, and some
underperforming locations closed along with plans for new
theaters being built.204205 On April 21, 2021, The Decurion
Corporation, parent company of Arclight Cinemas, the
Cinerama Dome, and Pacific Theaters, announced they would
be shutting down all of its locations, due to the financial
impact of the pandemic.206207 Two months later, Pacific
Theaters filed for Chapter 7 bankruptcy.208
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