ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
School Readiness in Alabama: The Impact of First Class Pre-K

School Readiness at Kindergarten Entry Research Summary ® 2024-2026

Alabama uses a tool called the Early Learning Inventory (ELI) to measure whether children
are ready to learn when they walk into kindergarten for the first time. This brief shares what
we found — and what it means for Alabama families.
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Alabama children who had First Class Pre-K pOini'S
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How First Class Pre-K Improves the Odds on School Readiness

Had First Class Pre-K 81.0%
No First Class Pre-K 73.7%
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What “Ready for Kindergarten” Means

More likely to be ready if a child had
First Class Pre-K compared

to children who did not

Kindergarten readiness isn't just about knowing the
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Source: PreskittJ, Kerch C, ErnestJ, Adams J, Becker D, Rahim J, Sen B, Yami A, Hume J, Walker T, Brooks A, & Johnson H. (2026) School Readiness in Alabama: The Impact
of First Class Pre-K. [Issue Brief].




First Class Pre-K Helps the Children Who Need It Most

Some children may need extra support to be ready for school. First Class Pre-K has an even
bigger impact for children who may need more support.

@ Children from Low-Income Families

Children whose household income falls below poverty
level are less likely to arrive at kindergarten ready — but
First Class Pre-K significantly closes that gap.

Had First Class Pre-K

77.7%

No First Class Pre-K

+11.1 points

difference in school readiness

@ Children with Special Learning Needs

Children who receive special education services
are also less likely to be ready — but First Class Pre-K
makes a dramatic difference for them.

Had First Class Pre-K

No First Class Pre-K

+15.6 points

difference in school readiness

About the Data

* Data from 78,808 kindergartners across
Alabama public schools in fall 2024-25 and
fall 2025-26.

* Achildis “ready” if he or she demonstrates at
least 9 of the 16 skills.

For the complete report: Scan —>

* Readiness assessed by teachers using the Early

Learning (ELI) — 16 observed skills.

* Differences between groups are statistically

significant (p < 0.001).

Click here: School Readiness in Alabama: The Impact
of First Class Pre-K
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https://www.children.alabama.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Schoolreadiness_FINAL0726.pdf
https://www.children.alabama.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Schoolreadiness_FINAL0726.pdf

