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Agenda

● Review the development process
● Examine the ASELDs document
● Explore additional resources
● Describe the website
● Learn about professional 

development opportunities
● Hear voices from the field
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• Current draft is from 2012

• Need to reflect new research and 
trends

• Need to include Alabama’s new 
programs and priorities

• Offer a single vision and message 
for all of Alabama’s ECE programs

New 
Standards? 
It’s Time!
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Early Learning and Development Standards means a 
set of expectations, guidelines, or developmental 
milestones that describe what all children from birth 
until kindergarten entry should know and be able to 
do and their disposition toward learning.  

( U.S. Department of Education)

Early learning and development standards, 
sometimes called early learning guidelines, are the 
heart of an early childhood development system. 
Based on scientific research, they provide guideposts 
of what children should know and be able to do at 
various age ranges. (BUILD Initiative )

Early learning standards define the desired 
outcomes and content of young children’s 
education.   (NAEYC)

Standards 
Explained



In partnership with 

In partnership with

Four essential elements (NAEYC)

Standards’ 
Elements

Emphasize significant, developmentally 
appropriate content and outcomes

Are developed and reviewed through 
informed, inclusive processes 

Are implemented and assessed in ways that 
support all young children’s development 

Are accompanied by strong supports for early 
childhood programs, professionals and families 
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Early learning & development standards: Comprehensive, 
aligned with state infant & toddler and K–3 or college & 
career ready standards, aligned with child assessments, 
supported, and culturally sensitive  (First Indicator of quality 
from NIEER’s annual State of Pre-K report)

One of the priorities for the Office of Child Care is increasing 
the number of States that are implementing voluntary early 
learning guidelines that cover a range of domains across 
physical, cognitive, and social and emotional development, 
are incorporated into other parts of the child care system, 
and align with the standards for other sectors (such as, Head 
Start, prekindergarten, and K-12).  (2016)

Standards, 
Aligned
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Horizontal 
Alignment

What is horizontal alignment?
• The match between standards and assessment

• The match of content across program types
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Horizontal 
Alignment

Why is horizontal alignment important?
• Provides consistency for programs with 

blended or braided funding
• Offers families a unified set of expectations
• Ensures smooth and consistent expectations 

across transitions
• Advances meaningful outcomes measurement 

across programs
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Vertical 
Alignment

What is vertical alignment?
• Alignment of different parts of the system: 

curriculum, environment, instruction, family 
input

• Alignment in between different age and 
educational systems:  birth to 5 and K-12
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Vertical 
Alignment

• What are benefits of vertical alignment?

• Direct links across assessments, curriculum and 
standards to impact school readiness 

• Cohesiveness between early childhood and K-2 to 
support children’s transitions and transferral of 
knowledge through grade 2

• Alignment across program, teacher and child 
assessments  (such as AlaKids) to gauge children’s 
learning
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Alabama: One of 4 states that met all 10  
benchmarks in 2019!

Standards

Child 
Assessment

Curriculum

Relationships

Environment

Pathway to 
Children’s 
Success
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Development 
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Foundation
• Build on the strengths of Alabama’s existing resources

• DHR: Alabama Early Learning Guidelines
• DECE: Alabama Developmental Standards for 

Preschool Children
• Dept of Education: K-2 Courses of Study

• Align with other key standards and programs
• Head Start and Early Head Start
• Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)
• Special Education, Part C and B
• Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF)
• Home Visitation programs
• WIDA Standards 

• Teaching Strategies GOLD assessment



In partnership with 

In partnership with

Process

• Cross sector team of representatives 
from childcare, home visiting, Head 
Start, special education, First Class, 
higher education, coaches and 
facilitators 

• Reviewed national landscape

• Made initial decisions about format, 
language, priorities

• Wrote the domain content

• Design decisions



In partnership with 

In partnership with

Support all ECE professionals’ 
understanding of child development 
and age-appropriate instruction

Convey a single set of standards and 
a unified message for Alabama

Reflect current trends and research

Priorities
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Committee review

National experts

Statewide focus groups

Public comment

Review 
Process
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Significant 
Observations

Cross-program vision
Focus on:

Play
Inclusivity
Family engagement
Cultural diversity

Format (learning trajectory)
Colors
Information in the introduction
Supportive resources 
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Reviewers 
appreciated

User-friendly format

Comprehensiveness

Easy to follow; clear

Easy to understand (simple 
language)

Well-organized and detailed

Research-based



Inside the
ASELDs 
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ASELDs in 
Practice Crosswalks 

and 
Alignments

Introduction

Appendices

Standards 
by Domain

How are these ASELDs different from the standards or 
guidelines you are currently using and how are they 
similar?

What tools are you currently using that can be 
replaced with the ASELDs? 

How will the ASELDs guide and enhance your work 
with children? 

How will you use the ASELDs to build individualized 
learning experiences for young children?
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ASELDs’ Four 
Sections

Introduction

Appendices

Standards by 
Domain

Crosswalks 
and 

Alignments
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Introduction 

Introduction
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Purpose
Introduction
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Reflect 
How 
Children 
Learn

Introduction
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Embrace 
All 
Children

Introduction
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IntroductionGuide 
Professionals’ 
Practice
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IntroductionOrganization 
and Format
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Guiding 
Principles 

Introduction



Introduction
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Standards 

Standards by 
Domain



Standards by 
Domain
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Introductory 
pages

Standards  
pages

Crosswalks 
and 

Alignments

Adaptations 
and 

Accommodations

Professional 
Practices

Parts of 
each 
Domain

Standards by 
Domain
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Standards by 
DomainIntroductory 

page



Standards by 
Domain



Standards by 
Domain



Standards by 
Domain
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Domain: Magic Kingdom

Strand: Space Mountain

Subdomain:  Tomorrowland

Developmental Indicators
• Rides independently
• Shows enjoyment
• Describes sequence of ride

Disney World 
Deconstructed

Standards by 
Domain
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Adaptations 
and 
Accommodations

Standards by 
Domain
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Foundational 
Practices

Standards by 
Domain
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Family and 
Community 
Engagement

Standards by 
Domain



Standards by 
Domain
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Crosswalks 
and 

Alignments 

Crosswalks 
and 
Alignments
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Head Start 
Child 
Outcomes 
Framework

Crosswalks 
and 
Alignments
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Early 
Learning 
Guidelines

Crosswalks 
and 
Alignments
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Courses 
of Study

Crosswalks 
and 
Alignments
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Family and 
Community 
Engagement

Crosswalks 
and 
Alignments
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Teaching 
Strategies 
GOLD

Crosswalks 
and 
Alignments
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Additional 
Alignments Crosswalks 

and 
Alignments

Curricula and assessment 
publishers are invited to 
complete alignments for 

programs’ use.

Contact DECE for details
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Appendices 

Appendices
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Additional 
Resources

Appendices
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Key Early 
Childhood 
Topics

Appendices
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Key Early 
Childhood 
Topics

Appendices
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Key Early 
Childhood 
Topics

Appendices
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Resources
Appendices
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How will the ASELDs build on current practices 
instead of adding additional work?

What are the ways the ASELDs will enhance your 
work?

How can you become more familiar with the 
content within the ASELDs to build your confidence 
and ease of use?

ASELDs in 
Practice Crosswalks 

and 
Alignments

Introduction

Appendices

Standards 
by Domain



The ASELDs 
Website 



In partnership with 

In partnership with

Website 
Development

The ASELDs can be found at:
Alabama Standards for Early Learning and 
Development – Early Childhood Education

https://children.alabama.gov/alabama-standards-for-early-learning-and-development/
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Website 
Development

You’ll find:
● PDF of the full document
● Break-outs of ASELDs sections:

○ Introduction
○ Standards
○ Appendices 

● Links to professional development 
registration

Alabama Standards for Early Learning and 
Development – Early Childhood Education

https://children.alabama.gov/alabama-standards-for-early-learning-and-development/
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Expanded 
Availability

Social 
Media

Smartphone 
Option

Online 
version

Stay tuned….
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ASELDs in 
Print

● Online PDF can be printed, in full, or from 
breakout documents

● Printed copies will be available for:
● Limited offer: post conference ASELD 

Series
● First Class 
● Head Start 

● Purchase information can be found on the 
ASELD webpage

● ISBN for higher education printing



Professional 
Development
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Professional 
Development

10-module series

ASELD’s link
to 

curriculum

Deep Dive 
into the 
ASELDs

Connection 
between the  
ASELDs and 
assessment
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Professional 
Development

Live series 
available 
January -

March

ASELD series

Recorded 
series 

available 
mid-April

Ten 90-min 
sessions

More information available 
on the ASELD webpage
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Book 
Study ● Join your colleagues to be part of the first 

cohort to complete the in-depth study of 
the ASELDs. 

● Listen to the presentations live and 
engage in discussions with fellow early 
childhood professionals.

● Find out what makes the new ASELDs 
unique.

● Explore the way in which standards work in 
tandem with curriculum and assessment to 
guide children’s learning.

● After you participate in the remaining 
modules, you will receive a printed copy 
of the ASELDs and earn 8 hours of 
professional development.

Limited 
Registration 

Exclusive 
Offer

FREE hard 
copy of the 

ASELD

Register 
through the 
conference 

site



Voices from 
the Field
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“If used appropriately, it should provide great outcomes and 
when children reach kindergarten, they will be ready for school”

“AS a kindergarten teacher, we have several 
students who come in unprepared. This will help us 
find where students are and how to build on it from 
there.” 

“I am excited by these changes!”

“Comprehensive understanding of child 
development in one resource” 

Absolutely awesome.”

“The crosswalks will help gen ed K-2 teachers see that the students 
have been exposed to the instruction and to possibly adapt their 
teaching to build on content, not reteach”

“I think this document will greatly benefit the 
unification efforts…I’m happy to see there is a 
single document that unifies all.”

…“easy to see the progression”

We were 
told…
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“As a Head Start/EHS Director, I think the Crosswalks 
do an amazing job at aligning the various program 
standards. It eliminates a lot of the brain fatigue that 
has occurred previously.”

”the format is similar to the Alabama Early Learning Guidelines. It 
expands on the domains and should be easily adopted by childcare 
professionals who are familiar with the AELG.”

“love the format. It will be very easy to use in IEP meetings when 
explaining evaluations and goals to parents; parent-friendly”I

“I will use this document in community college and be 
sure it is used as a supplemental text”

The resources shared will definitely be used to support teachers, 
children, and families this upcoming school year.

More 
voices…
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“This document will help to unify the Alabama 
Early Childhood system by allowing individuals 

and departments to see we are not an island to 
ourselves but rather we are interdependent on 

each other. We are all better together.”

A Final 
Reflection
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Questions 
or 
Comments

Please address comments or 
questions to:

ASELD@ece.alabama.gov

mailto:ASELD@ece.alabama.gov
mailto:ASELD@ece.alabama.gov


Thank 
you!

Click here to 
View 
additional 
ASELDs 
resources
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