
 

TEN RESULTS 

FOR  

ALABAMA’S CHILDREN 

Children are Safe 

Children are Healthy 

Children are Ready for School 

Children are Successful in School 

Children Stay Out of Trouble 

Children Transition Successfully to Adulthood 

Families are Strong and Stable 

Families are Hopeful and Positively Engaged  
in Their Children’s Development 

Communities are Safe, Engaged and Supportive 

Communities are Thriving 



Children are Safe 
 

  In today’s fast‐paced and technologically advanced world, it is more difficult 
than ever to protect children and keep them safe.  While necessary, seat belts, child‐
proof lids, knee pads and bicycle helmets are not enough.  Concern for the safety of 

Alabama’s children is displayed in the many ways 
that Children’s Policy Councils are working in 
their respective communities. From combating cy‐
ber‐bullying to supporting legislation aimed at 
keeping children safe, CPCs are at the forefront of 
those dedicated to providing a safe environment 
for children so that they will not only grow, but 
also thrive. 
  Twenty‐
five of Alabama’s 

county Children’s Policy Councils  determined that 
the safety issues facing today’s children are signifi‐
cant enough to lead them to select “Children are 
Safe” as one of their top three results.  “Children are 
Safe” was the 4th most frequently selected result by 
the county CPCs.  In terms of weighted scores, this 
result ranked 5th out of the ten results.   
   

          “The needs assessment is an essential component 
of the Morgan County Children’s Policy Council and 
serves as a guide for the entire year.  The needs 
assessment is an organized, step by step plan on how 
the CPC intends to reach its goals.  I believe that 
without the needs assessment, services would be 
duplicated, money wasted and the resources we have 
would not be maximized.  It is the one document that 
the CPC distributes that is the road map to where we 
have been, where we are and where we want to be next 
year.” 
  Judge Shelly Waters 
     Morgan County  

CPC Accomplishments toward 
reaching this result: 
• Conducting a Driving Aware‐

ness Program 
• Supporting legislation to limit 

cell phone use by teens while 
driving 

• Implementing Dug Education 
and Character Education in 
schools 

• Providing workshops on the 
prevention of child abuse and 
neglect 

• Staging a mock trial to dis‐
suade youth from drug and 
gun involvement 

• Law enforcement training re‐
garding domestic violence 

• Expansions of Drug Courts 
• Presentation of programs re‐

garding Internet safety 



Children are Healthy 
 

  Increasing rates of childhood obesity and juvenile diabetes continue to jeopard‐
ize the health of Alabama’s children .  When the problems associated with substance 

abuse, low birth weight babies, and teen pregnancy are 
added, it becomes even clearer that the cumulative ef‐
fects of choices and habits may greatly impact all of Ala‐
bama’s citizens, beginning with the children.  Children 
must be nurtured in order to thrive.  Creating a healthy 
environment for children to live, play, and grow is the 
responsibility of every community in the state, not just 
the parents and caregivers. 
  Twenty‐four of Alabama’s county Children’s Pol‐
icy Councils  selected 
“Children are Healthy” 

as one of their top three results, realizing the continu‐
ing need to place a priority on the health of children.  
“Children are Healthy” was the 5th most frequently 
selected result by the county CPCs.  In terms of 
weighted scores, this result ranked 2ndout of the ten 
results.   
   

          “We are fighting a war for the hearts and souls 
and minds of our children. This war is being fought on 
the battlefields of poverty, gun violence, drugs, 
dysfunctional and ill-equipped families, mental illness 
and hopelessness.  The challenges facing our children 
and families are great but our solutions are even 
greater.  Mobile County’s outstanding Children’s 
Policy Council is dedicated to proactively addressing 
the ills that stand in the way of the bright future all of 
our children deserve.  Creating the needs assessment 
for our community gives us the opportunity to not only 
define the battles that we face but also the opportunity 
to begin the collaborative effort needed to win them.”    
       Judge Edmond G. Naman 
             Mobile County  

CPC Accomplishments toward 
reaching this result: 

• Creating and distributing an 
obesity awareness brochure 

• Sponsoring community 
health firs 

• Health screenings in local 
schools 

• “Too Good for Drugs” pro‐
grams implemented in local 
schools 

• Family Summit held to in‐
clude a Family Resource 
Fair 

• Provided tobacco education 
programs 

• Red Ribbon Campaigns in 
local schools and communi‐
ties 





Communities are Thriving 
 

  For a community to thrive, there must be a high‐trust environment where indi‐
viduals do not have to be self conscious or guarded.  There is room for everyone and 
individual efforts combine to make a community strong.  Communities that thrive 

have hope, optimism, and a positive belief in the future.  
They have the capacity to be open‐minded and not only 
allow, but invite, people to be exactly who they are and 
embrace the contributions of each individual.  Unfortu‐
nately, it can be difficult to measure whether or not com‐
munities are thriving, because thriving communities last 
only as long as the investment in the community.   
  Three of Alabama’s county Children’s Policy 
Councils  selected 
“Communities Are 
Thriving” as one of their 
top three results.  

“Communities Are Thriving” was the 10th most fre‐
quently selected result by the county CPCs.  In terms 
of weighted scores, this result also ranked 10th out of 
the ten results.    

“Annual needs assessment activities focus the work of 
our Council on particular, identified high-priority 
needs.  Work throughout the year targets those needs so 
that actual projects and activities are engaged in that 
yield results.  Without the focus provided through the 
needs assessments , there is a real probability that 
people who care about our county’s children, and who 
have resources to bring to bear on children’s needs, 
would be so overwhelmed by the depth and breadth of 
those needs that we could never focus in a productive 
way.” 
  Jennifer Kilburn, Executive Director 
  Jefferson County CPC  

CPC Accomplishments toward 
reaching this result: 

• Co‐parenting classes to 
strengthen families and im‐
prove communication with 
children 

• Increased vocational train‐
ing for adults and high 
school students 

• Offered Career Fairs 
• Provided summer youth 

programs 
• Provided summer jobs for 

youth 
• Offered a summer reading 

program for children and 
families 

• Employment programs pro‐
vided through partners 


